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Module 6 Assignment 1
Observations 
Stephen Hawking’s video shows his inability to speak following a medical condition that was not able to be cured therapeutically.  Biotechnology is used to help him talk through smartphone technology. Intel has been able to use technology to help him communicate. The technology utilizes his cheek to pass information through the computer (Bloomberg, 2015). Notably, the computer interface used by Hawking utilizes a program known as EZ developed by words plus, which has keyboard on the screen and an algorithm that predicts his communication. In the video done by Daniel on “What is stuttering like,” it is evident that Daniel is a stutterer who tries to convey a message, but it is hard for him to explain his concepts clearly. For Daniel, dealing with stammering is a struggle that affects him socially, psychologically, and physically (Daniel, 2016). Daniel reveals that stuttering is sound but at the same time, it is annoying. In these two videos, effective communication is essential, and for both, the management of the problem is necessary. Daniel feels that if the stuttering issue can be solved, it will be useful, also and it is sure that Hawking finds a technological method of solving the communication barrier.  Thus, the two videos show that communication is an essential element, and obstacles should be addressed as people need to communicate well to be fulfilled in life.
Barriers to Effective Communication
The psychological barrier is one of the problems which is revealed in these videos. It is evident that Daniel is affected by the issue psychologically, and this influences his communication. Daniel has personal worries about his stuttering state, which makes his conversation not to flow well. He has low self-esteem and not comfortable to speak boldly. Another significant barrier is a physical disability. Hawking is paralyzed and affected by a medical condition that did not recover. He was diagnosed with amyotrophic lateral sclerosis at age 22 and lost his speech (Gallagher, 2018). Perception is another barrier. According to these videos, different viewers may have various views concerning Hawking and Daniel, which may make them not to understand the message being conveyed. Some people may not listen to Daniel due to his stuttering condition. 
Physical barriers affect nonverbal communication. Hawking cannot express the nonverbal messages due to his paralysis. Thus, it becomes a barrier to communicate effectively. The emotional status of an individual regulated how he or she communicates. The stability of emotion helps in communicating effectively. Daniel reveals the frustrations that are linked to stuttering nature, which limits his communication to be effective (Daniel, 2016). Emotions make him convey the message slowly. As shown by Hawking’s video, technology is also a barrier to effective communication. Innovations are coming up fast, and it becomes difficult to keep on developing techniques of doing things. The advancement of technology can be a barrier. However, the cost of innovations is high. Most people who have difficulties may not be able to afford the technology to enhance effective communication. The biomedical technology used by Hawking is expensive for some people who suffer from similar conditions. Thus, for those who cannot afford the technology, their communication becomes ineffective. 
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